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Synthesis Paper.
Community Safety Initiative is a paramount practice of building and maintaining strong neighborhoods and healthy communities. The community safety initiative increasingly supports public safety via establishing a strong alliance between communities and the law enforcement agencies and hence it fully complements the efforts of the department of criminal justice in reducing crimes. Decker, Melde, & Pyrooz, (2013), asserts that the study for experimental growth on gang violence has been highly underscored over the past two decades.  However, efforts have been laid make gang groups to become distinctive groups. According to McDevitt et al., (2009), Massachusetts enacted legislation that significantly altered the ways of the communities in dealing with gangs as well as youth violence. Charles E. Shannon Jr fully supported the enactment of the initiative concerning Community Safety. The initiative availed facilities to communities with gangs in addition to problems related to youth violence to support multi-disciplinary approach (McDevitt et al., 2009). There was the adoption of unified intervention, prevention, as well as suppression programs. The programs involved community crime control organizations, law enforcement, and government agencies (McDevitt et al., 2009). More importantly, the Massachusetts legislation required all the funded communities to enact the Shannon CSI to meet the standards. The model was characterized by multiple strategies which include opportunity provision, social intervention, community mobilization, suppression, and organizational change. 
McDevitt et al., (2009), reports that the Shannon CSI model has availed a vivid understanding of the structure of gangs as evident in Massachusetts. The text asserts that it is legally wrong to argue that all gangs are the same. As evident from the article, different youth gangs have different structures, goals, and objectives among other features. The article reported that 89% of the reported youth crimes accounted from the street based gangs. According to McDevitt et al., (2009), collaboration has significantly increased amid Shannon CSI sites. Arguably, collaboration plays a crucial role in the alleviation of gang violence. The model facilitated increased programmatic activities to the community. These include community mobilization, suppression programs, opportunity provision, and organizational change programs. Its different law enforcement agencies have often borrowed the law enforcement activities recommended by the Shannon CSI resources for suppression based activities to complement pieces of training for law enforcement experts concerning the signs which are pertinent to the involvement of youth gangs. According to McDevitt et al., (2009), the Shannon CSI has significantly benefited from research and technical support while impacting on the police departments. The Shannon CSI model has varied gang-related crime. It stands a chance for reducing gang-related crimes, drug-related crimes, decreasing incidences of gang-related homicides, in conjunction with community education on the common indicators of a youth gang. Decker et al., (2013) agrees that gang members in the communities consists less than 1% of the general populations and that about 20% of the evident homicides are gang related.
In reflection, this study source is quite effective to the field of criminal justice as observed from its core themes. Some of the core themes include the aspect of gang violence. Arguably, gang violence implies both illegal and non-political acts of violence planned by determined gangs against the involvement of members of the community, as well as other gangs, military personnel, law enforcement officers among others (Howard, 2018). The theme of gang violence is highly outspoken in these study sources. According to McDevitt et al., (2009), about 89% of the agencies reported issues related to street-based gangs. Also, more than 69% of the law enforcement agencies indicated the signs of hybrid gangs that consisted youths from different ethnicities (Howard, 2018). However, the authors agreed that, with the acute implementation of the Shannon CSI program, gang-related violence seems to be decreasing. According to Decker et al., (2013), much gang violence has facilitated multiple issues related to pro- social as well as antisocial behaviors such as victimization, violence and drug-abuse. As argued, gang membership tends to influence behavioral trajectory in unpredictable dimensions.
Another evident theme in this text is that of crime prevention. This theme sheds light on how the community agencies can make an effort to prevent and possibly deter youth gang-related crime. Arguably, the main intent of crime prevention is to help every member of the community to realize his or her vulnerability to crime, while reducing risks by encouraging active preventive actions in coordination with the police. According to Decker et al., (2013), crime prevention is a paramount and a technical process that requires adequate understanding of the gang behaviors and patterns of gang violence. More importantly, crime prevention is a collective responsibility of every member of the community who has a thorough understanding to the concept of gang process. In this setting, informed participation is essential. McDevitt et al., (2009) adds to this theme by shedding light on how Shannon CSI’s social intervention program that was reported as the most effective strategy. The authors asserted that the Shannon CSI model should be complemented by adequate opportunity provision, community mobilization, suppression programs, as well as organizational change programs. Moreover, the law enforcement agencies should use this crime prevention model to thoroughly increase their intelligence concerning gangs as well as increased sharing of detective information with the community residents concerning gang activities.
Another standalone theme evident in this article is that of law enforcement practices. As argued, law enforcement agencies in conjunction with the community have depicted a positive concern to the aspect of law enforcement. Herein, law enforcement agencies are encouraged to increase police details through overtime and security at community events (Howard, 2018). There is a need for the use of community resources to deter neighborhood-based crimes. McDevitt et al., (2009), values that law enforcement agencies should carry out collaborative home visits on faith-based groups while training community on the signs of gang involvement and laying out strategies on how laws can be enacted for accurate deterrence. 
In summation, the relevance of this text in criminal justice can never be assumed. It is right to argue that gang violence is among the most controversial aspects challenging the department of criminal justice and in every community (Howard, 2018). However, the Shannon CSI model is an ideal solution to this nightmare. It is recommendable for every community to ensure effective enactment of this crime prevention program for elaborate gang violence control (Decker et al., 2013). The Shannon community safety initiative stands a chance to intervene, prevent, and possibly alleviate the different forms of gang violence in all neighborhoods if well enacted on a collaborative basis.
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